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“Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be 

deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male 
prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor 

slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  And that is what some of 
you were.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

 
Jesus Christ is still in the process of changing hearts and 
transforming believers into His image.  We at 
Reconciliation Ministries continue to hold fast to the life 
changing power of the cross and the work of the Holy 
Spirit to bring His people “out of darkness and into His 
marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). 
 
In the past few months Alan Chambers, the head of 
Exodus International, has declared that Exodus 
International no longer supports reparative therapy and 
commented that Exodus International no longer uses the 
slogan “Change is Possible”.  In fact, Alan Chambers and Exodus International seem to 
be downplaying the thought that people can experience a significant change in their 
sexual orientation.  As you can imagine, Alan’s statements have caused a significant stir 
not only within the gay community, but within Exodus International as well. 
 
In the clinical world, reparative therapy is a very specific form of sexual orientation 
change effort [SOCE] defined by some very specific therapeutic steps.  In the view of 
popular culture and most of the church world, reparative therapy refers to any clinical 
or ministerial efforts to change one’s sexual orientation.  While Alan Chambers and 
Exodus International continue to define homosexual behavior as sin, it appears through 
their actions and statements in multiple venues that they are referring to the cultural 
definition of reparative therapy. 
 
We at Reconciliation Ministries believe the truth of Scripture that proclaims the power of 
Jesus Christ to transform we who were formerly dead in our trespasses and sin into the 
very image of Christ, Himself.  We believe in the truths written in 1 Corinthians 
6:9-11 that declare that some members of the Corinthian church were formerly 
homosexuals, but they were “washed”, they were “sanctified”, and they were “justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God”.  In other words, 
their sins were forgiven and their hearts were changed by the power of the finished 
work of Jesus Christ on the cross. 
 



Indeed, many men and women have experienced a 
changed life through the work of the Lord through 
ministries like Reconciliation Ministries and programs like 
Living Waters.  Many men, women, and adolescents have 
experienced a significant change in their sexual 
orientation through the work of the Holy Spirit in a heart 
surrendered to Jesus Christ.  We acknowledge that there 
is a continuum of change.  Some experience an extreme 
change in their attractions from homosexual to 

heterosexual.  Some experience little or no change in their attractions, but they 
continue to submit their attractions to Jesus and live a Biblically pure life.  Most fall 
somewhere in the middle of the continuum of change. 
 
Does this mean that we really haven’t changed, or that we are merely fooling 
ourselves?  Not at all.  Everyone who has ever lived has struggled with one sin or 
another.  Some of us have struggled to an addictive or compulsive level.  Most people 
who are overcoming any type of habitual sin – sexual, drugs, alcohol, anger – will 
report that they still get tempted at various times in their lives.  The former 
heterosexual sex addict my still be tempted to have an illicit encounter from time to 
time, but this does not mean that he has not changed.  Sexual 
addiction no longer controls or defines him.  Even Jesus who 
was perfect and never sinned was tempted.  How much more 
will we who for years trained our hearts, minds, and bodies to 
respond to specific sin become tempted to one degree or 
another when stressors or triggers happen?  Satan has a whole 
fistful of fiery darts with our name on them that tripped us up in 
the past.  He continues to throw them at us every now and 
then trying to trip us up in the present (Ephesians 6:16).  Some 
may even fall back into their sin after walking many years in 
wholeness.  This does not mean that they should give up and 
surrender to sin.  It means they need to repent, identify the 
things in their lives that led to the relapse, and seek the support 
they need to empower them to overcome their sin.  There may be a time of restoration, 
but Jesus Christ continues to cleanse our hearts.  As 1 John 1:9 reads, “If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 
 
What does this look like on a practical level?  Consider the life of an average 
heterosexual man.  He may have been involved in compulsive heterosexual promiscuity 
at some point in his life.  When he repents, the Lord begins a deep work of 
transformation in his heart.  As he becomes stronger in his walk with the Lord, he 
becomes better able to resist the temptations to engage in illicit sexuality.  Even after 
he is married, he will still continue to experience sexual temptations towards other 
women.  This does not mean that he has not changed.  It simply means that he 
continues to live in a fallen world and continues to be tempted by sin.  It does not 
mean that he is denying his “true self” as an adulterer and should begin to live his life 
“celebrating the God given diversity of his sexuality” which allows him to yield his sexual 



longings to other women besides his wife.  It means that he – like all of us – is called to 
submit his sinful desires to the cross and seek the Lord for grace to live a life in 
compliance with Scripture.  As he continues to grow closer to the Lord, he can trust that 
the Lord will do a deep work in his heart to change the degree of his struggle from the 
point of being debilitating and hopeless, to where it is under his foot through the power 
of Jesus Christ.  He will, however, have to keep his foot firmly planted upon the Rock.  
He will have to walk in continued fellowship with his Savior and the Christian 
community.  He will need to walk in accountability and repentance.  His past compulsive 
promiscuity may still tempt him, but it no longer defines him. 
 
While Exodus International still proclaims homosexual behavior to be sinful, they now 
fall short of encouraging men and women to press into the Lord and seek Him to 
change their attractions.  Homosexual attractions and temptations are not sinful; 
however, they can become sin when acted and/or mused upon.  If we simply 
concentrate on not sinning, we fall short of encouraging men and women to experience 
the full provision of Jesus Christ on the cross – lives transformed as He “makes us more 
and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image (2 
Corinthians 3:18 NLT).  As 2 Peter 1:3-4 reads, “His divine 
power has given us everything we need for life and godliness 
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory 
and goodness.  Through these he had given us his very great 
and precious promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the 
world caused by evil desires.” 
 
I want to end these thoughts with an encouragement for those 
who still continue to be tempted by whatever sins they have 
given themselves to in the past.  May we all live a life 
surrendered to Christ as Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego lived 
their lives in the book of Daniel.  When faced with the decision to sin against God and 
yield in worship to a human being or be thrown into a fiery furnace, they replied by 
acknowledging that God was well able to rescue them from the fiery trial they were 
facing but even if He chose not to remove the trial they would still remain faithful to 
God.  Their trial did not immediately end, but the Lord walked with them through the 
trial and kept them from harm.  We know that God is all powerful and can do anything 
He wants.  He could end our trial of sinful attractions instantly if He wanted to.  May we 
all have a steadfast heart that holds tightly to Him even if the trials of attractions do not 
end.  It is often in our trials that we see the awesome power of God to keep us from 
harm even when our enemy fiercely attacks.  It is in those times of desperate fellowship 
with our Savior that He burns off the chains that bind us, shows us deep truths about 
His love and power, and transforms our hearts to be more like Him.  Step by step, we 
realize that the fiery furnace is not more powerful that God’s ability to keep us safe and 
transform our hearts. 
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